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Facing financial woes, Sedgwick looks to fall re-opening

Iy MICHAEL [ MISHAK

he Sedgwick Cultural Centar, the none
profit arts group credited with spark-
ing neighborhood revitalization in Upper
ML Airy, suspended its programming List
month, A new board and executive direc-
tor are restructuring the arganization in
the hopes of relurning this fall.
Sedgwick officials sought the “breathing

A new board and executive director are working to
steer the nonprofit into fiscal health.

“T'he Sedgwick has gone hand lo mouth
from one crisis to another” Ahmad said.
"We've come to a poinl where that's nol
going lo suslain it.”

The board plans to install safeguards to
cnsure the Sedgwick’s legacy of “building

lus also allows timwe for the board mem:
bers 1o set their priorities as a group.

The new slate of directons was appnl-
ed in the fall after the former board
resigned last July for reasons that remain
unclear. “There was some kind of logjam

ing o muddle through, | think they just
decided the Sedgwick needed a new
start,” she said of the former board.

Betly Ann Fellner, founder of the Sedg
wick, said she had announced her inten-
lions K slep down as execulive diredor
last March and relired thal August She
said she worked with Greg Marting, the
cenler’s new executive diredor, through-
out the summer to smooth the transition

space” 1o stabiler a commmunity inshitu-
tion saddled with debt, said Nina Ahmad,

are dt‘\':'lc?;ln
president of the board, long-term

PITCHING IN. Steve Bondtatls of DCN Constroction replaces
stonework on the south wall of the Blnck Horse Inn in Bour-

town. A variety of locl empl and bnsineses have beem
doing improvement work al the inn lately, including Ferguson
Painting Contractors, which recenily painted the building
wilh maleriads donaled by Sherwin Williams., Springficld
Township staff pitched in to power-wash the inn from top to
bottom o few woeks ago. DCN Construction I repadring the
south wall that was inadvertently doam Tnst summer,
working aroumd a couple of new window frames that were cnx-
Lo baill free-of-charge by local preservalionist Dick Meyer,

community through the arts.” Members
stralegies 1o strenglhen

ing, Ahmad said. The hia-

i o™

between the board and the executive
said Ahmad, who was nol a
board member at the time,

Imstead of try=  over™

“I'm a starter, nol a mamlames,™
said. “Ttwas lime for someone else to take

Fellner

{Continmed on page 15)

Senate race tops primary ballot

Voters will elect a new state senator next week in a special
election that camddes with the municipal primary

Iy MICHAEL [, MISHAK

ith less than a week until

Eledion Day, two candi-
dates are pounding the pavement
in bids to succeed Allyson
Srchwartz in the slate Senale.

Democratic State Fep. LeAnna
Washinglon and Repu lican Ron
Heolt are competing for voles ina
special election sat o caincide
with the May 17 municpal pri-
mary.

sandwiched  between  last
year's presidenlial eleclion and
next year’s gubernatorial elec-
Lo, the Senale race comes al a
time in the fourvear eleclion
cyele when voter interest i3 at an
alklime low.

The contest gives MNorthwest
volters a unique incentive to cast
ballols mext week, All registered
voters in the district, regardless
of parly affiliation, ane eligible o
vole in the special election.

Meither candidate vying for the
vacant 4th Dustricd seal i con-
cerned about low lumout. Both
claim large Election Day street
operalions,

In the final push o May 17,
Washinglon and Holl are jock-

Neighbors fight mansion’s demolition

Iy CORIE TRACEY 1 feel greal about i, bul what's
going o happen in X days,” she

asked.

ast month at a meeting in Rox-

ston that the PHC did net do

enog h.
According to Rodgers, they

State Rep. LeAnns Washington, ke, sands
with 3 suppertorat last wookomds MuAiry
Dy festivitios an Gomnantown Avenue,
(Phete by Jrvnty |, Pack |2}

eying between cily and sub-
urbs. The district includes
Chestnut Hill, Mt. Airy and
Germanlown in Philadelphia
and Abinglon, Cheltenham,
Jenkintown and Rockledge in

Montgomery County,

Both candidales prv-ssui the
flesh at lasl week's Mt Airy
Day celebrabion

Washington, a sbe-lime state
representative, said she made
the rounds wilh Jim Dean,
brother of former presidential
candidate and Democralic
National Commitlee chair
Herward Dean

She currenlly represents
parts of Chestnut [1ill and Mt
Airy.

For Holl, the former register
of wills in Montgomery Coun-
. Ly, the evenl was an opportuni-
ty to raise his low pm[l‘uli: in the
Marthwest,

The two candidates, both
African-Amwrican, are running
on platforms that prominently
feature education and public
transpertaticn,

Washing ton is leoking lo
transition to the Senate in the
same way she was elected to the
House: a special election. The
switch 18 nol uncommeon, bring-
ing mane resources, less competi-
tion and greater political
leverage.

(Conbmned on page 15)

borough, the historic Dearnley
Mansion was given a 30-day
reprieve from being demolished
by the Marathon Designand Con-
struction Company. The sale and
planned demoﬁan 1o make way
for new property has been a hot
topic in the Dearnley Park area of
Roxborough for the past several
weeks,

“They actually gave the J-day
reprieve lo the councilman, bul
we have nothing in writing.” said
Helene Rodgers, interim presi-
dent of the Dearnley Park Civic
Association, of the assurance giv-
en o Councilman Michael Nuller.

Rodgers had mived emctions
about the reprieve.

Rodgers worked with John
lohnstone, former president of
the Roxborough, Manayunk and
Wissahickon Hisloncal Sociely,
on a propesal to the Philadelphia
Historical Commissien (PHC) to
get proteclive custody for the
Deamley Marsion.

On March 24, the pair faxed
their proposal to the PHC, bul
had to wail until March 31 to
find oul the name of the buyer of
the mansion and their plans for
it. On A pril 4, Rodgers received a
fax and Johnstone an e-madl of a
standardized lefter from the
PHCs Lauea Spina. Their slores
of evenls slightly differ, but the
end result of both is their impres-

both read the letter and wers
under the impression thal the
mansion had been placed in pro-
lective custody.

According to [ohnstone, Spi
had mot leoked al their submls-
s, and the April 4 kelter was a
form letter oullining the basic
process of getting a building
under profective custody. John-
stone said thal previous to that
date he had contacted Spina twice
through  e-mail  without a

risa.

“If there's .vahlr\gJ revd o do
please let me know,” Johnstone
said he wrole o Spina.

According to Rodgers, Ronald

(Contirued o page 14)

The | 857 Dearnley Mansion, located on Flaminge Street in Lipper Rosborough, is
shited for domaliton this month. (Photes by Scotr RuAlleway)
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4 Hill resident, has been cefying the

DEFYIMG THE ODDS:
Jan Wilsan, 47, 3 Walong Chestiu

odds for |3 years since she opened
Caboree st 8136 Ardheigh 5, the
anly business in a block of row
houses. Caferte has praspered with
sobd food @ rasorable pricos and
srrt |t Trien diiness. Read all
about Caletre an page 25,

{Phota by Jmiy |. Pack |}

FORMER WOODMERE [

Pt Haoffman, fermar M Ay rosi-
dent and highly regarded director
of development at Woodmarg Art
HMuscum in Chestnut Hill has wken
a novw position In Mew York saw
that will we Pat's many sdmirsble
qualithes 1o the max Rexd about
Pax’s fascinating positien in Jim
Weaver's articks, page 28
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